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womb of women (X. 184. 1), while Visnu is asked to make the
women fit for conception, Prajapati to make the semen dis-
charge, and Tvastr to develop the fcetus. Lastly, he has
been invoked in the marriage ceremony to give affection between
the married couple (X. 85. 47).

In White Yajurveda, the deity has been mentioned about
five times. Once he has been called liberal (8, 17) and in
another place (17, 26) he has been designated as mighty in
disposition.

In Black Yajurveda, Dhatr has been mentioned for some
thirteen times. He has been called a giver (1. 4. 44). He is
said to have established the fire and represent the year (1. 5. 1).
Dhatr with six syllables won the six seasons (I. 7. 11). He is
the lord of the offspring and wealth, and is the ruler and creator
of the world (3. 3. 1). Again, he .is the lord of food and gives
food to the baby as it is born (5. 3. 4). We are also informed
of his lordly power (3. 3. 10). Lastly, we find him invoked
in connection with various sacrifices and he has been bestowed
with various offerings.

Dhatr has been invoked nearly forty times in the Atharva-
veda to grant all sorts of benefits. Thus he has been prayed
for general well-being (XIX. 10. 3), for peace and prosperity
(XIX. 9, 12), for prosperity with Udumbar (fig.) amulet (XIX.
31. 3), with Rati and Savitr for power (III. 8. 2), for wealth
(VII. 18. 2-4), for long life (XVIII. 43 8), with Vayu, Indra,
and Savitr for continued life (VHI. 1. 15), and with Vidhatr,
Savitr, etc. for protecting the sacrifice from nirrti (perdition)
(V. 3, 9). He has been begged to untie the skin-bag of the
water of heaven (VII. 18. 1). He has also been invoked for
defence against witchcraft (VIII. 5. 18), against arbudi (varicose
veins ?) (XL 11, 25) and to heal a wound and reduce a disloca-
tion (IV. 12. 2). Again, he has been prayed to kill the enemy
(X. 6, 21) and to protect in war (XIX. 20. 1). We find him
invoked for getting a good husband for a woman and a good
wife for a man (VI. 60. 3), in marriage 'Ceremonies with other
deities (XIV. 1. 33, 34; XVI. 2. 13), for successful conception
(V. 25. 4, 5), and for progeny (VII. 20. 1). He has again been
invoked in the tnantras for funeral ceremonies, where he has
been asked to protect the dead from perdition from the southern
quarters, while Indra and Maruts have been prayed to protect
him from the eastern, Aditi with Adityas from the western,
and Soma with all the gods from the northern quarters (XVIEL
3. 25-28); he has also been asked to maintain the dead aloft
(XVIIL 3.29). In addition, we know some of his characteristics
from the Atharvayeda. Thus, he has been called the main-
tainer (XVIIL 3. 29), master, and lord of the moving creation
(VII. 18. 1). He sustains the earth, sky, and the sun (VI. 60.
3). Again, in a hymn (IX. 12) where the various parts of the
body of an ox and its various postures have been assigned to